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Pastor’s Paragraphs
“The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed; those who help others are helped. “
Proverbs 11:25 (MSG)

This week on one particularly warm evening I found myself sitting with my feet in the water of our
splash pad. I watched my children run and splash and slide through the cool water, the warm sun shining
down, the squeals and screams of delight as the water splashed everywhere, and in that time I realized
just how blessed I am. I am blessed to live my life with my people, Team Pteranodon as we like to call
ourselves.
I am also blessed to serve with and alongside such wonderful people here at Romeo UMC. As this
newsletter reaches your mailboxesPastor’s
here in July it Paragraphs
will have been 2 years that I have been serving among
you. In some ways it still seems like it was just yesterday that I sat down at my desk and led worship with
you for the first time, and even more recently I remember when we returned to worship in our sanctuary.
But then in other ways that pulpit feels so familiar and comfortable, I think in part it is because of the
friendly and familiar faces I see from it each week. I hope you have similar feelings about the past 2 years
of ministry that has taken place. I truly believe we have done much good in our community and
throughout the world as a part of Christ’s church.
While I may be feeling a bit nostalgic at the moment I am not looking to the future with rose
colored glasses on. I fully recognize the difficulties that lie before us. As a denomination, and as a church
here in Romeo. We have done great things together, but we must continue to look to the future and how
best to be that beacon of light that Christ called us to be. Yes there are always challenges to face:
financial, our building, people to fill both hired and volunteer positions, and most importantly a world in
need of hearing the Good News.
But, even with those unknowns and challenges in our future I still find myself full of hope for the
people we call Methodists here in Romeo, MI. I find hope because this is a church that strives to bless
others, a church that strives to help those in need. We do not have endless resources, but I truly believe
we have made great use of what we have in the past, and we will continue to do so into the future.
Thank you for walking this path with me. Thank you for your continued commitment to Christ’s
church. Thank you for being a blessing to this world.

May God’s abundant blessings be with you now and always,
Pastor Devin
Romeo United Methodist Church
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JULY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
FELLOWSHIP TIME

3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

Mischele Makhlouf and Claudia Royal
Beth Sova and Linda Zimmerman
Pam Couture and Jenny Teller
Open
Cathy & Tom Callow and Marilyn & Jim Welser

VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS
Seasonal Flowers
Baby Blanket Ministry
College Ministry
Fellowship Hour
Greeters
Nursery
Sound Board
Ushers
Communion

Mary Jo Hosler
Ilene Lock
Beth Theisen
Becky Laseke
Gayle Beitel
Laura Salsido
Dave Beskin
Craig Engwall
Janet Bauer

586-337-2692
586-752-3952
586-242-0598
586-337-1361
586-232-3388
586-752-1039
586-872-3797
586-504-6655
586-752-6166

Dave Beskin
(Summer)
GREETERS

Thank-you for volunteering to greet. If you are
unable to greet on your scheduled date,
please arrange for a substitute.

3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

USHERS SCHEDULE

3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

SOUND BOARD

Craig and Judy Engwall
Janet Bauer and Becky Laseke
Doug and Vickie Posey
Phil and Louchrisa Schwan

Jim and Marilyn Welser
Helen and Ken Koss
Laurie Bennett
Tom and Cathy Callow
Bob and Lynn Bachholzky

You can arrive between 9:30 and 9:40 am, everyone
sign the sheet at the desk.
Used pens go in the used basket.
Place in cleaned basket after wiping the pen down.

COMMUNION

Weekly Meetings
Communion Sunday
Worship On-Line or In-Person
Fellowship Time
Youth Group Meeting
His Table Community Meal
Santa’s Workshop
UMW Reading Group
Sanctuary Choir Practice
Christian Counseling

First Sunday of each month
Sunday
10:00 a.m.
Sunday
11:00 a.m.
Sunday
2:00 p.m.
Tuesday
5:30 p.m.
Wednesday
10:00 a.m.
Wednesday
12:30 p.m.
Wednesday
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday
7:00 p.m.

Romeo United Methodist Church

Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall
Youth Room
Fellowship Hall

July 3rd
Janet Bauer

Choir Room
Library
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RUMC July 2022 Calendar
Sun

rd

Communion Sunday

10:00 a.m.

th

Knitting and Crocheting Group

1:00 p.m.

Santa’s Workshop

10:00 a.m.

Women of Faith Reading Group

12:30 p.m.

th

Finance Committee Meeting

5:30 p.m.

th

Knitting and Crocheting Group

1:00 p.m.

Santa’s Workshop

10:00 a.m.

Women of Faith Reading Group

12:30 p.m.

Knitting and Crocheting Group

1:00 p.m.

Santa’s Workshop

10:00 a.m.

3

Tues

5

Wed

6

Mon

11

Tues
Wed

th

12

th

13

th

Tue

19

Wed

20

th

Women of Faith Reading Group

12:30 p.m.

st

UMM Meeting

7:00 p.m.

nd

Simpson Park Camp Meeting Begins

th

Knitting and Crocheting Group

.1:00 p.m.

Santa’s Workshop

10:00 a.m.

Women of Faith Reading Group

12:30 p.m.

Thur

21

Fri

22

Tue
Wed

26

th

27

RUMC Gathering at Simpson Park Camp
Sun

st

31

Last Day of Simpson Park Camp Meeting

TENATIVE FAMILY MINISTRY
EVENTS FOR 2022
Summer
Outdoor Concert(s)
Friday – Sunday, July 22-31
Simpson Park Camp Meetings
Wednesday, July 27
Pizza and camp meeting
together
Monday – Thursday, August 8-11
VBS
Saturday, August 20
Photo Road Rally
Saturday, August 27
Lloyd Severence Thumb
Gospel Music Convention at Bay
Shore Camp
Saturday, September 10
Outdoor Movie Night
October 8 @ 5:00 p.m.
Hayride and bonfire

Before the Camp Meeting At Simpson Park
On Wednesday, July 27th
Between 5:30 and 6:00
Join us for pizza and we can go together to the
meeting at 7:00
Watch for the sign-up sheet

Romeo United Methodist Church

November 5 @1:p.m.
Winter Crafts
December
Secret Santas
Sunday, December 25
Community Christmas Dinner
Watch for more details to come
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1st
5th
10th
11th
12th

Ken Koss
Beverly Lee
Emily Klusendof
Kathleen Loba
Jenny Teller
Cynthia Forsgren
George Van Houtte

22nd
25th
26th
28th
30th
31st

Joann Higby
Laurie Trenchmontagne
Vi Abercrombie
Evan Lamb
Catherine Zimmerman
Mary Wiers
Hannah Engwall

Happy 319th Birthday John Wesley, June 28, 1703 1791

Our theme for this year’s Vacation Bible School is
"Knights of North Castle"

This program invites children to be strong in the Lord and in the strength of God’s power
by exploring how we put on the armor of God. Kids will take on the role of brave Knights
and begin their quest each session by opening the King’s Book. They’ll explore Old and
New Testament stories and discover different pieces of protective armor—the Belt of
Truth, the Breastplate of Justice, the Shoes of Peace, the Shield of Faith, and the
Helmet of Salvation—at work in the lives of familiar Bible characters, and explore how
that armor works in their own lives as they follow and serve God.
Who: Students grades Preschool - 5 (older students see the registration form to help as
a volunteer)
When: August 8th - 11th --- 9am - 11:30am
Where: Romeo United Methodist Church - 280 N. Main St. Romeo, MI
How: Visit www.romeoumc.com and follow the link for VBS and the registration form
Questions???
Contact the church office at office@romeoumc.com or by calling 586-752-9132
We of course welcome any volunteers who would like to help, we have places to
connect people of all skills and talents.
Romeo United Methodist Church
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MEAL FOR TURNING POINT
United Women of Faith will be preparing a
meal for Turning Point on Friday, July 8th and
we need your help. We have posted on the
Mission board in fellowship hall slips for food
items along with slips or a monetary donation
toward the meal. All monetary donations
should be turned into the office. The food
items can be put in the kitchen and should be
marked “Turning Point”. Please bring all items
to the church by July 6th.

I am so grateful for all of the
calls, cards, food and flowers I
received following my recent
surgery. It is truly a blessing
to be part of such a generous
and caring church family at
RUMC. Thank you for your
thoughtfulness.
Thank you,
Becky Laseke

Thank you for all your generous donations.

JULY IS DISPOSABLE DIAPERS MONTH

The donation to Turning Point for July will be
disposable diapers (all sizes). We will be collecting
donations throughout July to be delivered to
Turning Point at the end of the month. You can
place the items in the bin marked “Turning Point”
on the back porch of the church or the bin by the
office.
Turning Point is a shelter for abused women and
children and one of the ministries Romeo UWF
supports. Watch the Grapevine and weekly email
for the monthly designation. Help us support this
vital ministry that shelters abused women and
children. UWF appreciates your support.

July Food Pantry Needs:
Canned Fruit
Ketchup
Ranch Dressing
Mustard
Tuna
Saltine Crackers
Canned Chili
Vegetable Soup
Taco Dinner Kits
Children’s Snacks
Sloppy Joe Sauce

Diced Tomatoes
Canned Beets
Canned Spinach
Canned Tomato Sauce
Tuna Helper
Spaghetti O’s
Pasta/Rice Sides
Laundry Soap
Toilet Paper
Kleenex
Paper Towel

Just a friendly reminder that we can only
accept foods that haven't expired and they
must have expiration dates printed on them
(otherwise they have to be discarded).
Please no glass bottles or jars.

UWF thanks everyone for their generosity in
donating to this ministry. Our church family has
once again shown their willingness to help in the
donations we have been taking each month to
Turning Point.
Any questions, please call the church office
Romeo United Methodist Church

We appreciate any non-perishable food items and
toiletries that you can donate. THANK YOU! 
You can contact Samaritan House at (586) 336-9956.
Donations are also accepted at the Graubner Library
and Kezar Library, or on the shelves by the office at
church.
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Christmas in July for Northwest Haiti Christian Mission!
RUMC has been asked if we are again able to support Christmas for the orphans in Haiti. The
growing children consistently need footwear and seem to be the request from many. Specific
footwear is required to attend school and is typically worn most times, as having multiple pairs of
shoes is not afforded. Please check Fellowship Hall for the giving opportunity details and gift tags.
All shoes donated will be shipped in September to the same children you have supported the past
few years.
God bless the Elves for Christmas in July and thank you again for your support, it is sincerely
appreciated.
If you have any questions, please contact Shelley at 586-336-1904.

Closets for Kids in Haiti
Do you recall the 12 quart plastic bins that we filled and shipped for Christmas in July last year?
Well imagine that being your only drawer and closet. Imagine storing your clothes with about 15
other peoples. Now imagine someone taking the initiative to build closets where you can hang your
t-shirt, school uniform shirt and church dress.
The NWHCM is sourcing materials and hiring locals (great way to build economy) to build closets for
the 32 children! It is estimated to cost $1,000 American dollars.
If you feel inclined to help fund the supplies and labor, a check with Mole Clothes Cabinet
construction in the memo line can be mailed to:
NWHCM Mole Clothes Cabinet construction
7984 W State Road 32
Lebanon, IN 46052
OR
visit their website to donate on line - https://nwhcm.org, Give tab, Mole Ministry tab. Specify Mole
Clothes Cabinet construction in your memo
Thank you.

UMCOR Personal Dignity Kit
UMCOR supports humanitarian needs by providing
personal dignity kits to people in crisis situations
such as hurricanes, floods, fires, and refugees. If
you are able to donate items for the kits, please
see the posting in fellowship hall. Items can be
placed in the marked bin near the office. UMW will
ensure they are delivered.
Thank you!

Romeo United Methodist Church

The monthly Family of Prayer listed included with
the Grapevine is adjusted for additions, deletions
or specifics only by your request. Please send
updates to the office at office@romeoumc.com
or call 586-752-9147. God loves to hear from us,
but let’s avoid jamming up the lines and let
others get through.
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Romeo UMC and Leonard UMC Family of Prayer
July 2022
For Our Church Family:
For our Extended Family and Friends:
Don Adkin’s son, Mark Adkin and Fiance Angie
Barry and Joyce Benham’s
daughter-in-law’s (Dena), mother and aunt
Cheryl Bittner’s friend, Rosalie and neighbors baby Alister
Marilyn Bracy’s daughter’s father-in-law, TJ Johnston
Sharon Burnette’s Uncle Jim
Gretchen Deming’s mom, Rae Donnelly,
and cousin, Rich
Nancy Domke’s mom
Steve Domke’s friend, Rick Kirsch
Linda Eastman’s father, Tom
Craig and Judy Engwall’s neighbor, Jack
Judy Engwall’s brother, Doug
Reverend Murphy Ehlers
Greg and Dory Hill’s grandson, Chase Russell
Kenn and Helen Koss’s niece, Kitty Hall
Mischele Makhlouf’s father and his wife, Carolyn Sherman,
friends, Jenny Schmitz and Shawn Naneweicz
Elaine Parr’s sister-in-law’s brother, Henry Shoot
Doug and Vickie Posey’s grandson, Landon
Shelley Rossos’s father, Dave treated for lung cancer
Debbie Sawdey’s Aunt Ann, Uncle Dave’s sister,
Mary, cousin, Dale, and friends, Paula and Eric
Linda Schenburn’s son, Joel Gibb
Naomi Stasak’s family: Tommy Bridges,
William Lovett, Dawn and Ken Wayland, and
friends, Ron Bailey and Benny
Mel and Iris Underwood’s daughter, Ruth
Judi VanHoutte’s son, Brian, and friend, Deb
Marian Voich’s son and family

For answered prayer updates, to remove, or to add
a new prayer request, please send an email to
office@romeoumc.com.

Romeo United Methodist Church

Vi Abercrombie
Don Adkin
Bob Bachholzky
Ardith Becker
Barry and Joyce Benham
Lou Bonanni
Marilyn Bracy
Sharon Burnette
Bill Carroll
Don and Jean Corah
Gary Corbin
Oliver Dixon
Steve Domke
Doug, Cynthia, and
Laura Forsgren
Ned and Amy Grant
Paul Heller
Greg and Dory Hill
Mary Jo Hosler
Judy Howard
Kenn Koss
Shelly LaLonde
Jim and Judy Larimer
Becky Laseke
Jim Lindsay
Kathy Loba
Ilene Lock
Mischele Makhlouf
Kay Olson (Leonard UMC)
Vickie Posey
Sue Rhoads-Sidote
Elaine Roberson
Brian Rosso
Debbie Sawdey
Linda Schenburn
Ted Simpson
Josh Sova
Beth Theisen
Ed and Carol Verhaeghe
Betty Walton

Tina Weeks
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Survey 2022
Welcome (all) ladies,
It’s time for some spring cleaning and fresh perspectives! The United Methodist Women’s Group (now known as
Women in Faith) is interested in your thoughts about some key issues affecting our membership and would really
appreciate it if you would take the time to answer a few questions for us and return them to the drop box (wrapped
in zebra print) sometime over the next few weeks. Please be candid in your responses – since we prefer to keep it
honest and anonymous. We plan to use the feedback to help us grow as a group.

1.

Please rate on a scale of 1 (least comfortable) to 10 (most comfortable) your comfort level when participating
in our events/meetings.

2.

How can we make you feel more welcome at meetings and other gatherings?

3.

What would you like to see us doing that we aren’t already doing (missions, activities, behaviors, etc.)?

4.

Is there anything else you would like us to know that would help you feel more inclined to join in?

5.

Would you like us to reach out to other women’s groups from our surrounding area to improve our sense of
community?

Thank you for your participation. We hope you will join us in future endeavors.

Romeo United Methodist Church

Due July 31.
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We have been busy! We were getting the church ready for our first big social event of the spring—our carry out
dinner sponsored by James, the manager at Wendy’s in Romeo.
Pastor Devin’s skill with that magical computer sitting in the middle of his desk designed and crank out 8 by 11
inch posters on card stock. Then he made a series of small 4x6 handouts to place on counters. Those posters were
posted in a 25 square mile area. The weather helped a lot. It was a warm day but by 5:30 the wind had picked up
giving a constant gentle breeze that encouraged 52 people to venture out for our dinner.
The ladies who cook for James have their entire cooking operation down to a science! After they told us to
stand aside and watch, we did indeed watch the ladies move all the cooked food from the cars to the carry out
containers in less than an hour! We who watched this super group whip things together, handed out the gifts that
went to every family and passed out the pop and water. Pastor Devin had Everett, Veda, Margaret stand in the front
of church and wave the dinner sign to attract people, who then slowed down and turned left into the circle drive to
pick up their dinner.
It was a fun night because people met long time neighbors. New people to the Leonard village came and got
acquainted. One of the ladies who works with the cooks is a very good pianist and gave our piano a real work out.
One of our members meeting James found they had both lived in Port Huron many years ago. She was thrilled to find
James as a teenager worked as a medic and had taken care of her grandmother.
Our next social event is a Pancake Breakfast for Leonard’s Annual Strawberry Festival. We hope Pastor Devin
will come and flip the pancakes while Judy cooks the sausages. We would love to have RUMC members come and get
to know our members.
Naomi Stasak

Leading worship for July at Leonard UMC:
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

Naomi Stasak
J.C. Harris
Mary Lou Kleeman
Marty Rastique
Mischele Makhlouf

* Don’t forget, Sunday services at Leonard begin at 9:30 a.m.
Romeo United Methodist Church
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Household Information Update
It's been several years and one pandemic since we were formally updated. It is time. If you are a member, visitor,
occasional guest, or wish to join RUMC, please complete the Household Information sheet enclosed below. It can be
returned to the office, mailed, put in the offering box in the sanctuary or even emailed back to the office
at office@romeoumc.com. This is the most effective way that we can ensure you are getting the information that you
want, and how you want it. Thank you for your attention to this.

Romeo United Methodist Church
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